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higb order are indispensable for the proper discharge of such laborious 
duties as all first class reporting must involve. We take much pleasure 
in saving that a careful examination of this volume enables us to pronounce 
upon its merits, and that accuracy, care, fidelity and succinctness mark it 
throughout. We are not over burdened with the mutifarious and tedious 
details of the bill, answer and exhibits. We are sparingly indulged in 
the arguments of counsel ; we are furnished with a brief and clear state- 
ment of facts, enough to understand the opinion, and no more. This 
kind of reporting requires intelligence and toil, and both have been liberal- 
ly expended on this volume. We had marked a number of cases with a 
view of calling the reader's attention to them, but must content ourselves 
with referring to a few only of such as seemed most interesting or im- 
portant. The law of injunctions has received considerable illustration, and 
the reader may consult Morris Canal vs. Jersey City, p. 227 ; Wilson vs. 
Brown, p. 246 ; Butler vs. The Society for Useful Manufactures, p. 264. 
The law of mortgage also holds a prominent place in this volume, and is 
illustrated in Bell vs. Fleming, p. 13, 490 ; Ames vs. The Franklinite Co., 
p. 66, 512; Runyon vs. Greshon, p. 86; Long Dock Co. vs. Mallery, p. 
93, 431. The subjects of Trusts and Trustees, and Water Courses also, 
receive illustration in several important cases. We commend this volume 
with pleasure to the attentive perusal of the diligent Equity Student, 
and feel assured that he will be instructed by its contents. 



Reports op Cases Argued and Determined in the Supreme Judicial Court 
of Massachusetts ; by Horace Gray, Jr. Vol. 8. Boston : Little, Brown & 
Compant. 1861. 

We are always glad to have a volume of Massachusetts reports on our 
table. The cases, many of them, are important, and they are discussed 
by counsel and determined by judges, and reported in the books with 
marked ability. Mr. Gray's reports are not, in any respect, inferior to 
his predecessors. The head-notes and statements of facts are careful and 
clear, and give, in a brief space, an accurate notion of the case itself. The 
case of Mary Ann Holly vs. The Gas Company, p. 24, presents an action 
for negligence in a gas company, by allowing the escape of gas in a house, 
by which the plaintiff, who was a minor, was injured. But no recovery 
was had, because the father of the minor, by his own negligence, contrib- 
uted to the mischief. Linton vs. Smith, p. 147, determined that the 
owners of a vessel were not liable for the negligence of the stevedore, who 
had been employed for a gross sum to unlade the vessel by the consignees, 
because there was no relation of master and servant between the owners and 
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the stevedore. This sound and clear distinction, pointed out carefully in the 
important and leading case of Hilliard vs. Richardson, 3 Gray, 349, is here 
again stated and enforced. Mayhem vs. Thayer, p. 172, illustrates the well- 
settled law as to a husband's liabilities for necessaries furnished to his wife, 
lawfully absent from his house, where he has neglected to make proper 
provision for her. Blanchard vs. Page, p. 281, determines that a shipper, 
named in a bill of lading, may sue the carrier for an injury to the goods, 
although he has no property, general or special, therein. Jones vs. Rob- 
bins, p. 329, is an elaborate case on the right of trial by jury in criminal 
cases. Carson vs. The Railroad Company, p. 423, determines that a 
railroad company, which erects a fence on their own land to keep the 
snow off their trsck, is not liable for damages caused by the accumula- 
tion of snow upon another's land on the other side of the fence. 

The legislation in regard to intoxicating liquors in the State of Massa- 
chusetts, has given rise to some judicial determinations. Thus, in Com. 
vs. Timothy, p. 480, it is determined " that any person is competent to 
testify that certain liquor is gin." The witness testified that he found 
in the house " what, in his opinion, was gin." To this the defendant's 
counsel objected that it was not shown that the " witness knew, or could 
distinguish, what the liquor was;" thereupon followed the solemn adju- 
dication above set forth. This case also contains a ruling about " empty 
jugs" that "had had liquor in them recently;" because, say the Court, 
"they tended to show that the defendant kept liquor, which was a necessary 
step in proving that he kept it unlawfully." In the Com v. Norah Boioers, 
p. 482, an attempt was made to evade the statute by selling the liquor on 
credit; but the ingenious point did not save Norah from the claws of jus- 
tice, inasmuch as the judges determined that it was the sale, and not the 
terms of the sale, that violated "the peace, dignity, good government, 
&c." In Com. vs. George Miller, p. 484, it is determined that " drunk- 
enness, in another person's room, in the house in which the party resides," 
is an offence under the statute. The law seems to be as astute in our 
sister Commonwealth as the law-breakers. The law of sale and delivery 
of chattels receives an exemplification in a hog case, Bourke vs. Amaziah 
Bullens, p. 549, which will edify the reader. 

We might specify other interesting or entertaining cases in this volume 
of excellent reports, but our limits require us to stop. Any reader, who 
wishes to be instructed by cases of the gravest moment and most difficult 
solution, will not fail to apply to this volume ; while he who is curious in 
the phases of social life will receive his quota of fun from the pages of 
this series of solemn judicial determinations. 



